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Message from the Vice-Chancellor

I am pleased to write this message for the Proceedings of the
20"  Agricultural Research  Symposium  (AGRES)
scheduled for 13th May 2022,

First of all, let me congratulate the undergraduates of the
Faculty of Agriculture & Plantation Management who are

making their presentations at the AGRES, producing the

research findings before their peers, teachers and experts in the
fields, proving that they are equipped to take on the national and global challenges in the

food and agriculture sector.

I have noted that the 20th AGRES consists of a staggering 148 research papers mainly covering
the areas: Agricultural Economics and Business, Agricultural Business and Marketing,
Biotechnology, Horticulture and Landscape Gardening, Postharvest Horticulture, Plantation
Resource Management and Plantation Product Development Technology.

I would like to encourage all the students who are making their presentations today, to continue
their research and learning especially, in the present crisis situation in the country, to meet the
food requirements of the country, looking for solutions to issues faced by the farmers,

producing more careers, boosting the economy etc.

I commend and thank the members of staff of the Faculty who have brought the students up to
this level even under the situation created by Covid-19 pandemic. I would also like to thank
the officials of the public and private sector institutions who collaborated in this effort in many

ways,

I take this opportunity to extend my sincere thanks to the Organizing Committees of this event
and all other academic, administrative and non—academic staff members who contributed to

make this event a success.

Dr. P.G.C.S. Bowatte

Acting Vice-Chancellor
Wayamba University of Sri Lanka
13" May 2022




Message from the Dean

Research is given high priority in the Faculty of
Agriculture and Plantation = Management. The
Agricultural Research Symposium or AGRES as it has come
to be known over the years highlights valuable research

outcomes of students of the Faculty of Agriculture

and  Plantation Management. Today, we find that

agriculture in Sri Lanka is at crossroads. Thus, this edition of

AGRES is more important than ever. There are many
conclusions and recommendations from the next generation of agriculturists to move

Sri Lankan agriculture in to new heights.

Students in this year have gone through many hardships in conducting their research and
putting up the grand finale on the symposium day. There were numerous occasions where
their progress has been interrupted, with Covid-19 or civil unrest, prevalent even today. Thus,
I have great reverence for their attitudes, resilience, and hard work. I am proud and honoured

to be leading the Faculty with such a wonderful student community.

The charismatic leader of AGRES this year, Dr. Menuka Udugama, has gvided students in
organizing this event very successfully with the support of AGRES committee and all staff of
the Faculty. I salute their hard work, dedication towards maintaining this tradition for the

20" time in the history of our Faculty.

Finally, I would like to congratulate all research students who are presenting today and urge
them to continue research in agriculture to generate new knowledge which will make

agriculture even a profitable venture for generations to follow.

Prof. J.C. Edirisinghe
Dean

Faculty of Agriculture and Plantation Management

Wayamba University of Sri Lanka
13™ May 2022
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